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Abstract: Four University of Maryland iSchool graduate students (MLIS and Doctoral) with diverse 
backgrounds in IT, information policy, information management, history, and archives, worked in small 
interdisciplinary teams in the fall of 2019, collaborating for 8 weeks on exploring data-driven scholarship 
and investigating new archival science methodologies in order to contextualize datafied records from the 
Legacy of Slavery Project at the Maryland State Archives. They experimented with data wrangling, data 
visualization, spatial mapping, and networking of events and people represented in the records, to 
formulate a research agenda that explores the opportunities and challenges of using innovative 
technologies in the representation of race with considerations on digital erasure. Mentors included digital 
experts from The National Archives at Kew, U.K., King’s College London, and the Maryland State 
Archives. This presentation documents the resulting conceptual and methodological challenges explored 
with a focus on the ethical implications that digital brings to our understanding of the record and the 
archival context, and suggests new ways for archives to become more accountable, collaborative and 
transparent. 
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